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VOTES AND msCUSSIONS. 



■'THE platonjst;- second volume. 

["The Platonist," it seems by the following circular, was only tem- 
porarily suspended. It appears again with the beginning of 1884, and 
will continue its work of maMnj;; atrcessible rare and valuable Platonic 
writings, together with new and oriyinal commentary. We shall notice 
its contents from time to time. — Ed.] 

"IHB PLATONIST," TOLTTME H. — AN EXPONENT OP THE PHILOSOPHIC TRUTH. — ESOTEBIC 
CHRISTIANITT IS IDENTICAL WITH JECE PHILOSOPHY. 

The second volume of "The Platonist " is now offered to those who are desirous to be- 
come more familiar with philosophic literature. The favorable reception already accorded 
the work by scholars and thinkers indicates ihat it was wanted, and that there was no 
publication occupying the same field. The scope of the journal will be extended so as 
to include not only the wisdom-religion of the archaic period, Oriental as well as Occi- 
dental philosophy, but philological investigations, translations, and interpretations of 
the later writers, the various utterances of gifted and enlightened individuals, and, in 
short, every variety of inquiry and speculation relating to the interior life. The pur- 
pose is to discriminate wisely, receiving and welcoming the truth in every form of its 
manifestation. The harmony of the teachings of pure Christianity with the esoteric 
doctrines of the various ancient faiths will be duly expounded. Platonism in its essence 
is Universal Philosophy. Considered merely as a method, its value is inestimable. It 
winnows away the chaff and noxious seeds, in order that all may descry and possess 
only the genuine grun. It places an inferior estimate upon sensuous and lower scien- 
tific knowledge, but seeks to direct the mind to the nobler Theosophy, the evolving of 
a conception of genuine reality, the good and true — everything of essential benefit to 
mankind. It is immortal, because the principles which it unfolds are immortal in the 
human intellect. 

We have been promised the active co-operation of eminent thinkers and specialists, 
both in America and the Eastern continent. It is our belief that there are many pre- 
cious works of the sages of Antiquity still in existence, which have been regarded as 
lost, and that they will be brought to light. Many inedited texts and fragments exist, 
the publication and translation of which will be a rare boon to both the classic and 
philosophic student. We are confident that all such will liberally sustain a journal 
unique in its character, and devoted entirely to their interests. 

Let every friend of our enterprise become an active participant and fellow-laborer 
by promptly forwarding a subscription, and likewise by inducing others to subscribe. 

" The Platonist " will be published monthly, in quarto form of sixteen pages (with 
liOTers), equivalent to about sixty pages octavo. It will be printed on superior type and 
]^per, presenting an attractive appearance. Price Two Dollars per annum, payable 
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strictly in adrance. Foreign (European) Bubscribers, Ten Shillings ; Oriental, Twelve 
Shillings. 

Bemit subscriptions by P. 0. order or draft (not local cheek). 

Hake International P. 0. orders payable at Appleton City,, Missouri . 

English subscribers may remit through Mr. I. C. Foulger, 13 Paternoster Bow, Loudon, 
E. C. 

Oriental subscribers may remit through Damodar K. Mavalankar, Esq., Adyar P. 0. 
(Madras), or B. C. Bary, Esq., Said Mitha Bazar, Lahore, India. 

Address all subscriptions, contributions, and other communications to the Editor, 

Thomas M. Johnson, 
Osceola, St. Clair County, Missouri. 

Eleven numbers of Vol. I. can be supplied at $3.00 post-paid. The edition is limited, 
and early orders are suggested. Bound copies of the complete volume were sold at 
$5.00 ; unbound, at $4.00. 

Also a valuable pamphlet entitled " Paul and Plato," by Prof. Alexander Wilder, at 
26 cents per copy, post-paid. 



miELLEGTUAL LIBERTY AMONG THE GREEKS. 

Mr. F. M. Holland's " Rise of Intellectual Liberty," soon to be pub- 
lished by Henry Holt <fe Co., opens by relating how the Ionian philoso- 
phers and their pupils were persecuted by Athens, to her own destruction, 
and how Socrates, Plato, and their contemporaries awakened mental ac- 
tivity. Chapter II describes the conquest of Greek and Roman polythe- 
ism by the speculations of Pyrrho and Epicurus, aided by the science of 
Alexandria. The next two chapters are given to the reaction in favor of 
supernatural religion accomplished by unintentional co-operation of the 
Roman emperors and early Christians. A sketch may here be found of 
the process by which tyranny destroys itself. Western Europe is next 
seen, first in such subjection to the Church that persecution became almost 
unknown, and then in irrepressible agitation, produced partly by the Ca- 
tharists and other popular preachers against the luxury of the clergy, and 
partly by those early rationalists, the Nominalists. Putting down these 
heretics necessitated not only atrocious cruelties, but such reckless reliance 
on the superiority of intuition to reason as stimulated a mighty growth of 
independent mysticism. This was the inspiration of Dolcino, Dante, and 
Rienzi, among whose contemporaries in the fourteenth century were those 
sovereigns of France and Germany who gave timely checks to papal arro- 
gance. The eighth chapter shows how the authority of the Bible was set 
up by Wycliffe and Huss against the popes, whose supremacy was at the 
same time endangered by the attempts of three great councils to make 
the Church a limited monarchy. Then follows a chapter on the " Revival 
of Letters," when classic learning, oceanic discovery, printing, art, and 



